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Grazing Cover Crops for profits

A on-farm demonstration  project based around a 
desire for knowledge, regenerative farming and an 
understanding of a farmers No. 1 asset = soil.

https://global.gbcma.vic.gov.au/admin/comms/Logos/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Hay area Cover Crop area

https://global.gbcma.vic.gov.au/admin/comms/Logos/Forms/AllItems.aspx


3

This project is supported by the Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority’s Beyond SoilCare program through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.

April 21st

July 9th

https://global.gbcma.vic.gov.au/admin/comms/Logos/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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https://global.gbcma.vic.gov.au/admin/comms/Logos/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Hay crop Oct 10th

https://global.gbcma.vic.gov.au/admin/comms/Logos/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Hay area Cover Crop area

Dec 2nd 80mm

Dec 5th
Dec 29th

https://global.gbcma.vic.gov.au/admin/comms/Logos/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Oats & vetch- Cut for hay 

Yield Price 

standing

Gross return

t/ha ($/t) ($/ha)

10.1 90 909

Economics 

Multispecies - Grazed

Average no 

cattle 

No days on 

trial

Daily weight 

gain

Price Gross return

(kg/day) ($/kg) ($/ha)

83 32 0.96 2.4 874

1.61 1466

Dry matter (organic matter) returned to soil
Hay crop ≈ 10% crop dry matter (DM) returned (1 t/ha)

Crop DM 
produced

Ave: 10 t/ha
Harston trial:
Grazed early   8.8 t/ha
Grazed late    15.2 t/ha

Total DM returned
(residue + manure)

7.1 t/ha (≈70%)

Crop DM  residue
6.2 t/ha

https://global.gbcma.vic.gov.au/admin/comms/Logos/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Farmers teaching farmers

https://global.gbcma.vic.gov.au/admin/comms/Logos/Forms/AllItems.aspx

